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Religion in the Constitution
The issue of religion in the Constitution is perceived to be a sensitive one, probably because of the history of political-religious strife that marked various periods during the last century and that has not quite been forgotten completely., Moreover, such issues are most of the times connected to deeply rooted sentiments composed of both unconscious rational and emotional attitudes.

Given that there is evidence of change in the relationship between religion, society and individuals, the issue of religion in the Constitution needs to be given specific attention. On the one hand, one notes the coming to the fore of more diverse worldviews amongst the population, including a stronger secularisation worldview and marked changes in religious beliefs and practices. On the other hand, it is also evident that, when compared to other Western nations, the role of religion in the personal and public lives of the Maltese is particularly strong.  These two complex and multi-voiced forces have at times led to tensions and uncertainty on the role, if any, that religion should play in society and in the public sphere. Furthermore, while one needs to take into consideration a number of vociferous individuals who have on various occasions called for the need for secularisation policies and for a definite separation between Church (normally understood as the Catholic Church) and the State, one also needs to acknowledge that there is a very visible large part of the population who, though not normally very visible on the media, hold strong views on the concept of values and religion in the public sphere.

Religion in the current constitution

The current constitutional instrument contains four articles that make direct reference to issues related to religion: 

Art 2 contains the declaration that the Religion of Malta is the Roman Catholic Apostolic  and stipulating the teaching rights and duties of the Roman Catholic Church and the obligation of the State to provide Catholic Religious Education in State Schools; 

Art 32 states that every person in Malta is entitled to fundamental rights and freedoms subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others. In explicating the cluster of rights, in subsection (b), the article declares that every person is entitled to freedom of conscience, of expression and of peaceful assembly and association.

Art. 40 guarantees freedom of conscience and of worship to every individual while specifying that no one, with the exception of those whose work is directly related to religion, need to receive instruction or show proficiency in religious knowledge. The same article however specifies that it is legitimate for the state to legislate on such matters in order to protect the rights of others or to regulate public order, morality, decency, and health; 

within a context that safeguards any person from discrimination, Art. 45 (9) specifies that to require those who teach the Catholic Religion to profess the same religion is not considered discriminatory. 

It should be noted, that with the exception of Art 2(1) on the Religion of Malta and Art 2 (3) on the provision of Catholic Religious Education in schools, any amendment to any of the other three articles requires the approval of two thirds of the members of Parliament. Changes to Arts 2(1) and 2(3) need only be approved by a simple majority of the members of Parliament.

The contents of the four articles are intricately intertwined so as to provide a balance between individual rights and collective rights. Yet of all the four articles, it is Art 2. that is most susceptible to criticism.

Hirschl (2011) identified a taxonomy of eight constitutional models of religion-state relations, ranging from an atheistic state regime to a strong establishment of a Religion. When compared with other national Constitutions, the Maltese Constitution seems to place itself within “Formal Separation with De Facto Pre-eminence of One Denomination” model. This would place our constitutional instrument close to other constitutions of countries that are traditional Catholic such as for instance Italy, Poland and Spain. The direct reference to Roman Catholicism as the Religion of Malta (Malta, House of the Representatives, 1964, art 2 (1)), may lead some to think that the constitution is establishing the Religion of the State. Yet,an  such assumption is easily dissipated as the wording is compared to the formulation of article 4 of Danish constitutional instrument, which is classified by Hirschl as “weak religious establishment” model, that clearly specifies that

the Evangelical Lutheran Church shall be the Established Church of Denmark, and) as such, it shall be supported by the State. (Denmark, Folketinget 1953, art. 4)
Both Refalo (2012) and Bettetini (2010) agree that article 2 of our Constitution is intended to underline the character of Maltese cultural identity. Refalo (2012) is of the opinion that article 2 is a statement that acknowledges a symbol system that fosters common identity and a sense of cohesion. He equates the teaching of Catholic Religion in schools to the symbols of the flag and the Maltese language.  He then specifies that, in order not to create divisiveness, this symbol system of beliefs is counter-checked in the same Constitution by other articles guaranteeing freedom of worship and association. Likewise, Bettini (2010) claims that the confessional character of the Maltese Constitution is to be understood as acknowledging that the vast majority to the Maltese adhere to the Catholic Religion. He corroborates his argument by pointing to Articles 32, 40 and 45 that guarantee equity and non-discrimination among citizens and communities holding different beliefs.  Indeed, the legal positioning of the Catholic Church within the Constitution amounts to nothing more than that of a primacy of honour. 

Although close, such an interpretation does not wholly reflect the intentions of the drafters of the wording of article 2(1) in 1920. The Religion clause which was to be introduced in the first self-government constitution of 1921 was intensely and widely debated by the Consiglio Popolare with interventions from the Chamber of Commerce, Chamber of Advocates, Unione Cattolica di San Giuseppe Cathedral Chapter, as well as members of the Civil Service and the Judiciary (Scicluna, 1986). The actual wording of the current constitution that “The religion of Malta is the Roman Catholic Apostolic Religion” (Art. 2(1) reflects the wording that was debated and agreed upon upon ninety-five years ago. The wording synthesises 

the will to retain the right by Maltese to exercise their religious creed and for the government to protect this right as explicated in the Declaration of Rights of 1802,

an acknowledgement that the Catholic Religion is the de facto religion of the collective

the desire to safeguard the status of Catholic religion in Malta, and

an unwillingness to restrict the rights and liberties of others (Scicluna, 1986). 

While it is true that the clerical sections of the Maltese society would have preferred a wording that could have legal implications on the functions of legislators and the courts and the liberal, the carefully chosen wording, not only reflects a recognition of the general religious sentiment and traditions of the Maltese, but also asserts the unwillingness to establish the Roman Catholicism as the Church of Malta and the will to grant political autonomy to legislators and policy makers. It should however be noted that this article was not introduced in the 1921 Constitution because of the objections put forward by the Protestant and Liberal members of the British Houses. Yet, the Declaration of the Religion of Malta was passed as the first law of the new self-government until it was subsumed in the 1964 Constitution.

The third subsection of the second article is also Article 2(3) of the Constitution specifies that the State is to provide in its own schools for the teaching of Catholic Religion during the period of compulsory education. This article is a consequence of the article preceding it, establishing the Catholic religion as the religion of Malta, and may be interpreted as a means of understanding and affirming national culture and identity. Indeed, this seems to be how the agreement between the Holy See and the Republic of Malta justifies the provision of Catholic Religious Education in state schools (Republic of Malta and Holy See 1989).
However, precisely because the assertion that the Catholic Religion is the religion of the State does not go beyond the element of an assertion of identity, the  Maltese Constitution  specifies that no person is required to receive instruction in Religious Education (art. 40 (2)). Thus, while the Constitution obliges the government to provide Catholic Religious Education in State schools during compulsory schooling, it does not oblige children to receive instruction in the subject. The Constitution specifies that parents or legal guardians may object that children who fall under their responsibility receive any form of Religious Education (art. 40 (2)). Likewise, the way the Constitution is worded does not prevent the State from providing other forms of Religious Education including multi-faith or other denominational forms.  
Maltese Social Imaginary
The de facto pre-eminence of the Catholic worldview in every dimension of public life, including in the way the public sector operates, together with a misreading of article 2(1) could lead some to state that preference is given to one worldview at the exclusion of others (see for instance Grech, 2005). Yet, the indication that the declaration made in art. 2(1) of the Constitution does not have any legal implications on the drafting of laws, lies in the fact that nothing prevents the House of Representatives to pass laws that do not conform to catholic doctrine or morality. In this respect, the legislations on divorce and on civil marriage, including same-gender marriage and the regulation of in vitro fertilization come to mind. It seems that Grech (2005), and likeminded persons, would naively believe that persons operate without a specific personal worldview, religious or otherwise, that help them interpret reality and construct meaning. It stands to reason that if Catholicism is the de facto worldview of most of the Maltese, then it is not illogical that practicing or non-practicing Catholic Maltese citizens working in all State sectors act in a conscious or non-conscious manner through their Catholic worldview. Most of the practical decisions, protocols and practices reflect the social imaginary of individuals and the collectivity who in most cases are de facto Catholic, even if the individuals themselves may not be practising believers. Religion and beliefs are a complex and not completely understood dimension of modern society, encapsulating rational and non-rational beliefs and practices, as well as power relationships. The fragmentation of reality has led this area to be viewed as separate from the dimensions of public and private life.  
It would be an abuse to expect private citizens to schizophrenically switch between a personal worldview to a “neutral one” (if there ever can be such a worldview) while in the public sphere. Indeed Habermas (2006) argues that the religious faithful should not be burdened with a splitting of identity, imposing a secular mindset in the public life and allowing a religious one in their private lives. Such burdens would be brought about by the Rawlsian requirement that citizens of liberal democratic societies should distance themselves from the worldviews that shape their identities and lives when they engage in political discussions in the public domain since in the public sphere only secular reasons are permissible (Rawls, 1997). Habermas, rather, calls for a democratic public sphere in which religious and non-religious contributions are granted an equal hearing in discussions. Furthermore, the religious faithful should be granted the right to express themselves in religious language, especially if they cannot translate their thoughts and beliefs in secular terms. 

The true liberal state demands tolerance and equality. The meaning and practical implications of this ideal are especially relevant now that there are various signs indicating that Maltese society appears to be plural and fragmented. The recent national elections political campaigns, as well as local media, point to a society composed of different sub-communities, with individuals possibly being members of more than one group, all requesting recognition and demanding specific rights. There are also indications that the role and place of religion in both private and public space is changing. 

To date, there is no official precise data about the religious or non-religious adherence of the population residing in the Maltese islands. Estimates are normally either based on self-identification surveys, on immigrants’country of origin or on the United States Department of State report on Religious Freedom. According to the International Religious Freedom Report for 2018 (United States Department of State 2019) 94% of the population identify as Catholics, while 3.9% claim to be atheists. The later data was extracted from a survey conducted by a local newspaper. The Department of State also reported that the Muslim community in Malta estimates that 6-7% of the population are Muslims, most of whom Sunni, and that the rest of the non-Catholics and non-atheists belong to smaller Christian churches and to small religious communities, including members of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, Zen Buddhists, Baha’is, and adherents of indigenous African religions. The percentages add up to more than a 100% due to their being only rough estimates. Moreover, the document does not mention the presence of Hindus and Sikhs whose numbers have presumably increased given that in 2016 the number of registered Indian nationals was already 819 (Malta, House of Representatives, 2017)

Defining Maltese society as pre-secular, secular or post-secular risks presenting simply a cliché. Even if one were to agree on a definition of any of the three terminologies, one would need to argue on how each of these terminologies may apply to Maltese society. Taking on what Ivakhiv (2006) stated on religion, terms like pre-secular, secular, and post-secular are constructed categories which we can understand as distributed significance across spaces. The plurality and complexity of a post-modern western society and globalisation require the continuous outlining of (re)distributions and (re)configuration of meanings and practices. Thus, religion and sacredness, or the lack of one or both, are understood as a means of understanding identities of humans in the context of a particular space and at a particular time. Indeed, context and the subjective experience of the person are central to understanding the ways people form and live their beliefs, attitudes, values and practices.  Consequently, just as there is a plurality of ways of understanding Catholicity and of being a Catholic, there are equally varied ways of living a secular life and of experiencing and living both realities. Indeed, the two modes of relating with reality are not necessarily in opposition but may coexist. 

It follows that instead of employing a rigid understanding of religiosity and/or of the secular approach to life, it would be more valuable to consider the religious and secular worldviews as two separate scales that may coexist. These scales are used by individuals to various degrees in different contexts and circumstances although it is also true that there are people whose life-stance is generally informed by a religious worldview and others whose life-stance is generally informed by a secular and/or a non-religious worldview.
Implications for the Constitution
While on the one hand the role of a constitution is to create and check powers within the state system, the constitution has also to take the task of acknowledging and giving recognition to social and individual realities that influence social interaction. These two aspects need to go hand in hand since the State cannot on the one hand recognise the right or identity of a group of individuals and at the same time fail to respect or allow individuals to live their rights and identity. Likewise, it would be naïve, or indeed an act of violence, if the Constitution, understood as the supreme law of the collectivity, were to ignore the social and cultural realities of any of the inhabitants within the islands. The latter task may seem daunting especially when one takes into consideration the plurality of beliefs and practices of the inhabitants. In these past few years various communities have come forward, directly or indirectly, to claim their right to be recognised and respected by the State and the wider community. In this respect, environmentalists, LGTBQI, humanists and immigrants come to mind. The constitution needs to reaffirm the delicate balance between individual rights and community rights. One may argue that the current constitutional wording in articles 32, 40 and 45 suffice and that there is no need to include any other mention to issues related to religion. The three articles may indeed be deemed exhaustive, in that articles 32 and 40 specify that all persons living on these islands shall enjoy the right and freedom of conscience, of expression, of peaceful assembly and to worship, while article 45 protects the inhabitants from being discriminated against on the basis of their beliefs. As the European Court of Human Rights declared, 

freedom of thought, conscience and religion is one of the foundations of a "democratic society" within the meaning of the Convention. It is, in its religious dimension, one of the most vital elements that go to make up the identity of believers and their conception of life, but it is also a precious asset for atheists, agnostics, sceptics and the unconcerned. The pluralism indissociable from a democratic society, which has been dearly won over the centuries, depends on it (European Courts of Human Rights, Kokinnakis v. Greece, ECtHR, App. No. 14307/33, 93, para. 31)

Our constitutional model is at the opposite end of the American and French Constitutions. The former specifically prohibits Congress to pass any law related to the establishment of a religion while the latter makes it clear the France is a secular Republic.  However, the current wording of our Constitution is less explicitly Christian and less prescriptive than a number of constitutions of other European countries. Thus, for instance, the Irish and Greek constitutions open with a declaration of belief in the Holy Trinity from whose authority the Constitution is derived.  Likewise, the Swiss adopt their Constitution in the name of Almighty God while Latvia and Hungary ask for God’s blessing. The Greek constitutional instrument prohibits the official  translations of the bible that are “without the prior sanction by the Autocephalous Church of Greece and the Great Church of Christ in Constantinople.” (3(3)).
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Table 1 Comparative Overview of Religion in EU member states’ Constitutions

Constitutions retrieved from https://www.constituteproject.org/
Specific Proposals

For the past millennium, the Catholic community in Malta was synonymous with the Maltese community.  One’s being a Maltese went hand in hand with one’s also being a Catholic.  Thus an understanding of Christianity is needed for one to understand Maltese language (Borg, 1994), history (Frendo, 1994), cultural heritage, local political history, the raison d’être of social policies and values. Article 2(1) that specifies that “the religion of Malta is the Roman Apostolic Religion” is an acknowledgement of a social and historical fact. It does not bind the State or the inhabitants of the islands to follow the Catholic morality or doctrine. Applying what Judge Bonello said in his Concurring Opinion, Lautsi and Others v Italy, we can state that to fail to recognise the role and place of Christianity, and in particular Catholicism,  would be allowing ourselves to suffer from a historical Alzheimer’s (Lautsi and Others v Italy, ECtHR, App. No. 30814/06, 11, Concurring opinion para. 1.1)

The Maltese Constitution should include in the section related to symbols a reference to the contribution that Catholicism has made and is still making to the building of a Maltese community and the development of values and social imaginaries. Such a reference would not have any impact on the legal or policy framework of the country but would at the same time acknowledge that the social imaginary of the vast majority of the Maltese, even if they themselves are not practising or believing Catholic, and of various communities is informed and regulated by an implicit (secular) Catholic worldview. For this reason, articles 2(1) and 2(2) should be retained.

An additional sub article should be introduced. It should deal more specifically with the recognition and protection of different community worldviews and life-stances within the Maltese community. The constitution should promote a post secular society where religions are recognised as holders of memory and experts in human affairs. Ideally, there should be a consultative body made up of administrators and legislators to give advice when needed, especially when new legislation that may have an impact on particular worldviews is being introduced.  No life-stance/worldview should threaten the existence of another. If we truly aspire to be a pluralistic secular society respecting all worldviews/life-stances, the State should acknowledge the different communities and their contribution.

Given the symbolic importance of the Catholic religion in the make-up of the Maltese Identity, one of the functions of Catholic Religious Education should be to help students acquire that religious (not necessarily beliefs) knowledge necessary to understand Maltese culture, politics, and identity. For this reason, the current Article 2(3) should be retained but it should also include the right of parents to educate their children according to their beliefs. This would be in line with international rights frameworks. (United Nations, 1948, article 26 (3); United Nations, Economic and Social Council, 1966, art. 13 (4); United Nations, 1989 arts. 5 & 14; European Union, 2000 art. 14 (3). 
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Appendix A

EU Counties

Extract from National constitutions concerning Religion

Austria

Art 7

1. All nationals are equal before the law. Privileges based upon birth, sex, estate, class or religion are excluded. No one shall be discriminated against because of his disability. The Republic (Federation, Laender and municipalities) commits itself to ensuring the equal treatment of disabled and non-disabled persons in all spheres of everyday life.

Art 14

5a. Democracy, Humanity, solidarity, peace and justice as well as openness and tolerance towards people are the elementary values of the school, based on which it secures for the whole population, independent from origin, social situation and financial background a maximum of educational level, permanently safeguarding and developing optimal quality. In a partnership-like cooperation between pupils, parents and teachers, children and juveniles are to be allowed the optimal intellectual, mental and physical development to let them become healthy, self-confident, happy, performance-oriented, dutiful, talented and creative humans capable to take over responsibility for themselves, fellow human beings, environment and following generations, oriented in social, religious and moral values. Any juvenile shall in accordance with his development and educational course be led to independent judgement and social understanding, be open to political, religious and ideological thinking of others and become capable to participate in the cultural and economic life of Austria, Europe and the world and participate in the common tasks of mankind, in love for freedom and peace.

6. ... Admission to public school is open to all without distinction of birth, sex, race, estate, class, language and religion, and in other respects within the limits of the statutory requirements. The same applies analogously to kindergartens, day homes and student hostels.

10. In matters pertaining to the free attendance of schools, and the relationship between school and the Churches (religious societies) including religious instruction at school, the National Council, in so far as matters pertaining to universities and colleges are not concerned, can vote Federal legislation only in the presence of at least half the members and by a two thirds majority of the votes cast. The same applies if the principles of para 6a shall be left aside and to the ratification of state treaties negotiated in the matters mentioned above and which fall into the category specified in Art 50.

Art 14a

3. Save as it concerns matters mentioned in para 2 above, legislation is the business of the Federation, execution the business of the Laender in matters of

a. religious instruction;

Art 62

1. On his assumption of office the Federal President renders the following  affirmation before the Federal Assembly:

"I solemnly promise that I shall faithfully observe the Constitution and all the laws of the Republic and shall fulfill my duty to the best of my knowledge and belief."

2. The addition of a religious asseveration is admissible.

Art 72

1. Before their assumption of office the members of the Federal Government render an affirmation to the Federal President. 

The addition of a religious asseveration is admissible.


Art 101

4. Before assumption of office the Governor renders to the Federal President, the other members of the Land Government render to the Governor an affirmation

with respect to the Federal Constitution. The addition of a religious

asseveration is admissible.

Belgium

Article 19

Freedom of worship, its public practice and freedom to demonstrate one's opinions on all matters are guaranteed, but offences committed when this freedom is used may be punished.

Article 20

No one can be obliged to contribute in any way whatsoever to the acts and ceremonies of a religion or to observe its days of rest.

Article 21

The State does not have the right to intervene either in the appointment or in the installation of ministers of any religion whatsoever or to forbid these ministers from corresponding with their superiors, from publishing the acts of these superiors, but, in this latter case, normal responsibilities as regards the press and publishing apply.

A civil wedding should always precede the blessing of the marriage, apart from the exceptions to be established by the law if needed.

Article 24

...The community offers free choice to parents. 

The community organises non-denominational education. This implies in particular the respect of the philosophical, ideological or religious beliefs of parents and pupils.

Schools run by the public authorities offer, until the end of compulsory education, the choice between the teaching of one of the recognised religions and non-denominational ethics teaching.

All pupils of school age have the right to moral or religious education at the community's expense.

Article 181

§ 1. The salaries and pensions of ministers of religion are paid for by the State; the amounts required are charged annually to the budget.

§ 2. The salaries and pensions of representatives of organisations recognised by the law as providing moral assistance according to a non-denominational philosophical concept are paid for by the State; the amounts required are charged annually to the budget.

Bulgaria

Article 6

1. All persons are born free and equal in dignity and rights.

2. All citizens* shall be equal before the law. There shall be no privileges or restriction of rights on the rounds of race, national or social origin, ethnic self-identity, sex, religion, education, opinion, political affiliation, personal or social status or property status.

Article 11

4. There shall be no political parties on ethnic, racial or religious lines, nor parties which seek the violent seizure of state power.

Article 13

1. The practicing of any religion shall be unrestricted.

2. Religious institutions shall be separate from the State.

3. Eastern Orthodox Christianity shall be considered the traditional religion in the Republic of Bulgaria.

4. Religious institutions and communities, and religious beliefs shall not be used to political ends.

Article 37

1. The freedom of conscience, the freedom of thought and the choice of religion and of religious or atheistic views shall be inviolable. The State shall assist the maintenance of tolerance and respect among the believers from different denominations, and among believers and non-believers.

2. The freedom of conscience and religion shall not be practised to the detriment of national security, public order, public health and morals, or of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 44

1. All citizens shall be free to associate.

2. The organization/s activity shall not be contrary to the country's sovereignty and national integrity, or the unity of the nation, nor shall it incite racial, national, ethnic or religious enmity or an encroachment on the rights and freedoms of citizens; no organization shall establish clandestine or paramilitary structures or shall seek to attain its aims through violence.

Article 58

1. All citizens shall observe and implement the Constitution and the laws. They shall respect the rights and the legitimate interests of others.

2. Obligations established by the Constitution and the law shall not be defaulted upon on grounds of religious or other convictions.

Crotatia

Article 14

Everyone in the Republic of Croatia shall enjoy rights and freedoms, regardless of race, color, gender, language, religion, political or other belief, national or social origin, property, birth, education, social status or other characteristics.

All shall be equal before the law.

Article 17

During a state of war or an immediate threat to the independence and unity of the State, or in the event of severe natural disasters, individual freedoms and rights guaranteed by the Constitution may be restricted. This shall be decided by the Croatian Parliament by a two-thirds majority of all members or, if the Croatian Parliament is unable to meet, at the proposal of the Government and upon the counter-signature of the Prime Minister, by the President of the Republic. The extend of such restrictions shall be adequate to the nature of the danger, and may not result in the inequality of persons in respect of race, color, gender, language, religion, national or social origin. Not even in the case of an immediate threat to the existence of the State may restrictions be imposed on the application of the provisions of this Constitution concerning the right to life, prohibition of torture, cruel or degrading treatment or punishment, on the legal definitions of penal offenses and punishments, or on freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 39

Any call for or incitement to war, or resort to violence, national, racial or religious hatred, or any form of intolerance shall be prohibited and punishable by law.

Article 40

Freedom of conscience and religion and freedom to manifest religion and other convictions shall be guaranteed.

Article 41

All religious communities shall be equal before the law and shall be separated from the State.

Religious communities shall be free, in conformity with law, publicly to perform religious services, to open schools, educational and other institutions, social and charitable institutions and to manage them, and shall in their activity enjoy the protection and assistance of the State.

Article 47 

Conscientious objection shall be allowed to all those who for religious or moral reasons are not willing to participate in the performance of military service in the armed forces. Such persons shall be obliged to perform other duties specified by law.

Cyprus

Article 2

For the purposes of this Constitution

1. the Greek Community comprises all citizens of the Republic who are of Greek origin and whose mother tongue is Greek or who share the Greek cultural traditions or who are members of the Greek-Orthodox Church;

2. the Turkish Community comprises all citizens of the Republic who are of Turkish origin and whose mother tongue is Turkish or who share the Turkish cultural traditions or who are Muslims;

3. citizens of the Republic who do not come within the provisions of paragraph (1) or (2) of this Article shall, within three months of the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution, opt to belong to either the Greek or the Turkish Community as individuals, but, if they belong to a religious group. shall so opt as a religious group and upon such option they shall be deemed to be members of such Community:

Provided that any citizen of the Republic who belongs to such a religious group may choose not to abide by the option of such group and by a written and signed declaration submitted within one month of the date of such option to the appropriate officer of the Republic and to the Presidents of the Greek and the Turkish Communal Chambers opt to belong to the Community other than that to which such group shall be deemed to belong:

Provided further that if an option of such religious group is not accepted on the ground that its members are below the requisite number any member of such group may within one month of the date of the refusal of acceptance of such option opt in the aforesaid manner as an individual to which Community he would like to belong.

For the purposes of this paragraph a "religious group" means a group of persons ordinarily resident in Cyprus professing the same religion and either belonging to the same rite or being subject to the same jurisdiction thereof the number of whom, on the date of the coming into operation of this Constitution, exceeds one thousand out of out of which at least five hundred become on such date citizens of the Republic:

6. any individual or any religious group deemed to belong to either the Greek or the Turkish Community under the provisions of paragraph (3) of this Article may cease to belong to such Community and be deemed to belong to the other Community upon

a. a written and signed declaration by such individual or religious group to the effect that such change is desired, submitted to the appropriate officer of the Republic and to the Presidents of the Greek and the Turkish Communal Chambers;

b. the approval of the Communal Chamber of such other Community;

Article 18

1. Every person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

2. All religions whose doctrines or rites are not secret are free.

3. All religions are equal before the law. Without prejudice to the competence of the Communal Chambers under this Constitution, no legislative, executive or administrative act of the Republic shall discriminate against any religious institution or religion.

4. Every person is free and has the right to profess his faith and to manifest his religion or belief, in worship, teaching, practice or observance, either individually or collectively, in private or in public, and to change his religion or belief. 

5. The use of physical or moral compulsion for the purpose of making a person change or preventing him from changing his religion is prohibited.

6. Freedom to manifest one's religion or belief shall be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in the interests of the security of the Republic or the constitutional order or the public safety or the public order or the public health or the public morals or for the protection of the rights and liberties guaranteed by this Constitution to any person. 

7. Until a person attains the age of sixteen the decision as to the religion to be professed by him shall be taken by the person having the lawful guardianship of such person.

8. No person shall be compelled to pay any tax or duty the proceeds of which are specially allocated in whole or in part for the purposes of a religion other than his own.

Article 20

1. Every person has the right to receive, and every person or institution has the right to give, instruction or education subject to such formalities, conditions or restrictions as are in accordance with the relevant communal law and are necessary only in the interests of the security of the Republic or the constitutional order or the public safety or the public order or the public health or the public morals or the standard and quality of education or for the protection of the rights and liberties of others including the right of the parents to secure for their children such education as is in conformity with their religious convictions.

Article 28

1. All persons are equal before the law, the administration and justice and are entitled to equal protection thereof and treatment thereby.

2. Every person shall enjoy all the rights and liberties provided for in this Constitution without any direct or indirect discrimination against any person on the ground of his community, race, religion, language, sex, political or other convictions, national or social descent, birth, colour, wealth, social class, or on any ground whatsoever, unless there is express provision to the contrary in this Constitution.

Czech Republic

Appendix C: Constitutional Act of 14 November 2002 No. 515/2002 Sb., concerning the Referendum on the Czech Republic’s Accession to the European Union and Amendments to Constitutional Act No. 1/1993 Sb., the Constitution of the Czech Republic, as amended by subsequent constitutional acts

Part 2: Amendments to Constitutional Act No. 1/1993 Sb., the Constitution of the Czech Republic, as amended by subsequent constitutional acts
Article 2

1. Democratic values constitute the foundation of the state, so that it may not be bound either by an exclusive ideology or by a particular religious faith.

Article 3

1. Everyone is guaranteed the enjoyment of her fundamental rights and basic freedoms without regard to gender, race, color of skin, language, faith and religion, political or other conviction, national or social origin, membership in a national or ethnic minority, property, birth, or other status.

Article 15

1. The freedom of thought, conscience, and religious conviction is guaranteed. Everyone has the right to change her religion or faith or to be non-denominational.

2. The freedom of scholarly research and of artistic creation is guaranteed.

3. No one may be compelled to perform military service if such is contrary to his conscience or religious conviction. Detailed provisions shall be laid down in a law.

Article 16

1. Everyone has the right freely to manifest her religion or faith, either alone or in community with others, in private or public, through worship, teaching, practice, and observance.

2. Churches and religious societies govern their own affairs; in particular, they establish their own bodies and appoint their clergy, as well as found religious orders and other church institutions, independent of state authorities.

3. The conditions under which religious instruction may be given at state schools shall beset by law.

4. The exercise of these rights may be limited by law in the case of measures necessary in a democratic society for the protection of public safety and order, health and morals, or the rights and freedoms of others.
Denmark

Part I

4. The Evangelical Lutheran Church shall be the Established Church of Denmark, and) as such, it shall be supported by the State.

Part II

6. The King shall be a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Part VII

66. The constitution of the Established Church shall be laid down by Statute.

67. The citizens shall be entitled to form congregations for the worship of God in a manner consistent with their convictions, provided that nothing at variance with good morals or public order shall be taught or done.

68. No one shall be liable to make personal contributions to any denomination other than the one to which he adheres.

69. Rules for religious bodies dissenting from the Established Church shall be laid down by Statute.

70. No person shall for reasons of his creed or descent be deprived of access to complete enjoyment of his civic and political rights, nor shall he for such reasons evade compliance with any common civic duty.

Part VIII

71. 1. Personal liberty shall be inviolable. No Danish subject shall in any manner whatever be deprived of his liberty because of his political or religious convictions or because of his descent.

Estonia

Article 12

Everyone is equal before the law. No one shall be discriminated against on the basis of nationality, race, color, sex, language, origin, religion, political or other opinion, property or social status, or on other grounds. The incitement of national, racial, religious or political hatred, violence or discrimination shall, by law, be prohibited and punishable. The incitement of hatred, violence or discrimination between social strata shall, by law, also be prohibited and punishable.

Article 40

Everyone has freedom of conscience, religion and thought. 

Everyone may freely belong to churches and religious societies. 

There is no state church.

Everyone has the freedom to exercise his or her religion, both alone and in community with others, in public or in private, unless this is detrimental to public order, health or morals.

Article 41

Everyone has the right to remain faithful to his or her opinions and beliefs. No one shall be compelled to change them.

Beliefs shall not excuse a violation of the law.

No one shall bear legal liability because of his or her beliefs.

Article 124

Estonian citizens have a duty to participate in national defense on the bases of and pursuant to procedure provided by law.

A person who refuses to serve in the Armed Forces for religious or moral reasons has a duty to perform alternative service pursuant to procedure prescribed by law.

Finland

Section 6: Equality

Everyone is equal before the law.

No one shall, without an acceptable reason, be treated differently from other persons on the ground of sex, age, origin, language, religion, conviction, opinion, health, disability or other reason that concerns his or her person.

Section 11: Freedom of religion and conscience

Everyone has the freedom of religion and conscience.

Freedom of religion and conscience entails the right to profess and practice a religion, the right to express one's convictions and the right to be a member of or decline to be a member of a religious community. No one is under the obligation, against his or her conscience, to participate in the practice of a religion.

Section 76: The Church Act

Provisions on the organisation and administration of the Evangelic Lutheran Church are laid down in the Church Act.

The legislative procedure for enactment of the Church Act and the right to submit legislative proposals relating to the Church Act are governed by the specific provisions in that Code.

France

ARTICLE 1

France shall be an indivisible, secular, democratic and social Republic. It shall ensure the equality of all citizens before the law, without distinction of origin, race or religion. It shall respect all beliefs. It shall be organised on a decentralized basis.

Statutes shall promote equal access by women and men to elective offices and posts as well as to position of professional and social responsibility.

Germany (Federal Republic of)

Preamble

Conscious of their responsibility before God and man, Inspired by the determination to promote world peace as an equal partner in a united Europe, the German people, in the exercise of their constituent power, have adopted this Basic Law. Germans in the Länder of Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg, Hesse, Lower Saxony, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, North Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein and Thuringia have achieved the unity and freedom of Germany in free self-determination. This Basic Law thus applies to the entire German people.

Article 3: [Equality before the law]

1. All persons shall be equal before the law.

2. Men and women shall have equal rights. The state shall promote the actual implementation of equal rights for women and men and take steps to eliminate disadvantages that now exist.

3. No person shall be favoured or disfavoured because of sex, parentage, race, language, homeland and origin, faith, or religious or political opinions. No person shall be disfavoured because of disability.

Article 4: [Freedom of faith and conscience]

1. Freedom of faith and of conscience, and freedom to profess a religious or philosophical creed, shall be inviolable.

2. The undisturbed practice of religion shall be guaranteed.

3. No person shall be compelled against his conscience to render

Article 7: [School system]

1. The entire school system shall be under the supervision of the state.

2. Parents and guardians shall have the right to decide whether children shall receive religious instruction.

3. Religious instruction shall form part of the regular curriculum in state schools, with the exception of non-denominational schools. Without prejudice to the state's right of supervision, religious instruction shall be given in accordance with the tenets of the religious community concerned. Teachers may not be obliged against their will to give religious instruction.

Article 33: [Equal citizenship - Public service]

3. Neither the enjoyment of civil and political rights, nor eligibility for public office, nor rights acquired in the public service shall be dependent upon religious affiliation. No one may be disadvantaged by reason of adherence or non-adherence to a particular religious denomination or philosophical creed.

Article 56: [Oath of office]

On assuming his office, the Federal President shall take the following oath before the assembled Members of the Bundestag and the Bundesrat: "I swear that I will dedicate my efforts to the well-being of the German people, promote their welfare, protect them from harm, uphold and defend the Basic Law and the laws of the Federation, perform my duties conscientiously, and do justice to all. So help me God."

The oath may also be taken without religious affirmation.

Article 140: [Law of religious denominations]

The provisions of Articles 136, 137, 138, 139 and 141 of the German Constitution of 11 August 1919 shall be an integral part of this Basic Law.

Extract from the Weimar constitution 1919

Section III: Religion and Religious Associations

Article 135.  

All inhabitants of the Reich shall enjoy complete liberty of belief and conscience. The peaceful exercise of religious worship shall be guaranteed by the constitution and is under the protection of the state. General legislation shall not be affected by this provision.

Article 136.  

Civil and political rights and duties shall be neither conditioned upon, nor restricted by, the exercise of religious freedom.

The enjoyment of civil and political rights as well as eligibility to public office shall be independent of religious belief.

No one shall be compelled to disclose his religious convictions. The authorities have the right to inquire into a person's membership in a religious association only in so far as rights and duties are dependent thereon, or in so far as may be required by a legally instituted census.

No one may be compelled to be present at any religious act or ceremony or to take part in religious exercises or to use any form of religious oath.

Article 137.  

There is no state church.

Freedom of assembly in religious association is guaranteed. No restriction shall be placed upon the union of religious associations within the territory of the Reich.

Every religious association shall direct and administer its affairs without interference, within the limitations of the law applicable to all. It shall fill its own offices without assistance from the state or local authorities.

Religious associations have the right to incorporate according to the general provisions of the civil code.

Religious associations shall, to the extent that they were formerly, remain public corporations. The same rights may be accorded to other religious associations if, by their constitution and the number of their members, they give assurance of permanence. If several of these public corporate religious associations combine in a union, this union shall also be a public corporation.

Religious associations which are public corporations are entitled to levy taxes on the basis of the civil tax lists in accordance with provisions of the laws of the states.

Societies which aim at mutual cultivation of a Weltanschauung shall be in a status similar to that of religious associations.

So far as the execution of these provisions requires further regulation, it shall be provided by legislation of the states.

Article 138.  

Public grants to religious associations by law, contract, or special legal title may be redeemed by legislation of the states. The general principles for this shall be established by the Reich.

The property and other rights of religious associations and religious unions in their cultural, educational, and social welfare institutions, foundations, and other funds shall be guaranteed.

Article 139.  

Sundays and holidays recognized by the state remain protected by law as days of rest and spiritual uplift.

Article 141.  

So far as there is need for divine worship and spiritual ministration in the army, hospitals, penal establishments, or other public institutions, religious associations shall be admitted for the performance of religious offices without the exercise of any compulsion.

Greece

Preamble

In the name of the Holy and Consubstantial and Indivisible Trinity

 II: Relations of Church and State

Article 3

1. The prevailing religion in Greece is that of the Eastern Orthodox Church of Christ. The Orthodox Church of Greece, acknowledging our Lord Jesus Christ as its head, is inseparably united in doctrine with the Great Church of Christ in Constantinople and with every other Church of Christ of the same doctrine, observing unwaveringly, as they do, the holy apostolic and synodal canons and sacred traditions. It is autocephalous and is administered by the Holy Synod of serving Bishops and the Permanent Holy Synod originating thereof and assembled as specified by the Statutory Charter of the Church in compliance with the provisions of the Patriarchal Tome of June 29, 1850 and the Synodal Act of September 4, 1928.

2. The ecclesiastical regime existing in certain districts of the State shall not be deemed contrary to the provisions of the preceding paragraph.

3. The text of the Holy Scripture shall be maintained unaltered. Official translation of the text into any other form of language, without prior sanction by the Autocephalous Church of Greece and the Great Church of Christ in Constantinople, is prohibited.

Article 5

2. All persons living within the Greek territory shall enjoy full protection of their life, honour and liberty irrespective of nationality, race or language and of religious or political beliefs. Exceptions shall be permitted only in cases provided by international law.

Article 13

1. Freedom of religious conscience is inviolable. The enjoyment of civil rights and liberties does not depend on the individual's religious beliefs. 

2. All known religions shall be free and their rites of worship shall be performed unhindered and under the protection of the law. The practice of rites of worship is not allowed to offend public order or the good usages. Proselytism is prohibited.

3. The ministers of all known religions shall be subject to the same supervision by the State and to the same obligations towards it as those of the prevailing religion.

4. No person shall be exempt from discharging his obligations to the State or may refuse to comply with the laws by reason of his religious convictions. 

5. No oath shall be imposed or administered except as specified by law and in the form determined by law.

Article 14

3. The seizure of newspapers and other publications before or after circulation is prohibited.

Seizure by order of the public prosecutor shall be allowed exceptionally after circulation and in case of:

an offence against the Christian or any other known religion,

Article 16

2. Education constitutes a basic mission for the State and shall aim at the moral, intellectual, professional and physical training of Greeks, the development of national and religious consciousness and at their formation as free and responsible citizens.

Article 59

1. Before undertaking the discharge of their duties, Members of Parliament shall take the following oath in the Chamber and in a public sitting.

"I swear in the name of the Holy Consubstantial and Indivisible Trinity to keep faith  in my Country and in the democratic form of government, obedience to the Constitution and the laws and to discharge conscientiously my duties".

2. Members of Parliament who are of a different religion or creed shall take the same oath according to the form of their own religion or creed.

Hungary

Preamble

God bless the Hungarians

NATIONAL AVOWAL

WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE HUNGARIAN NATION, at the beginning of the new millennium, with a sense of responsibility for every Hungarian, hereby proclaim the following:

• We are proud that our king Saint Stephen built the Hungarian State on solid ground and made our country a part of Christian Europe one thousand years ago...

• We recognise the role of Christianity in preserving nationhood. We value the various religious traditions of our country.

• We promise to preserve the intellectual and spiritual unity of our nation torn apart in the storms of the last century.....

• We hold that the family and the nation constitute the principal framework of our coexistence, and that our fundamental cohesive values are fidelity, faith and love...

Article VII

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include the freedom to choose or change one's religion or other belief, and the freedom of everyone to manifest, abstain from manifesting, practise or teach his or her religion or other belief through religious acts, rites or otherwise, either individually or jointly with others, either in public or in private life.

2. People sharing the same principles of faith may, for the practice of their religion, establish religious communities operating in the organisational form specified in a cardinal Act.

3. The State and religious communities shall operate separately. Religious communities shall be autonomous.

4. The State and religious communities may cooperate to achieve community goals. At the request of a religious community, the National Assembly shall decide on such cooperation. The religious communities participating in such cooperation shall operate as established churches. The State shall provide specific privileges to established churches with regard to their participation in the fulfilment of tasks that serve to achieve community goals.

5. The common rules relating to religious communities, as well as the conditions of cooperation, the established churches and the detailed rules relating to established churches shall be laid down in a cardinal Act.

Article XV

2. Hungary shall guarantee the fundamental rights to everyone without discrimination and in particular without discrimination on grounds of race, colour, sex, disability, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or any other status.

Article XVI

1. Every child shall have the right to the protection and care necessary for his or

her proper physical, mental and moral development.

2. Parents shall have the right to choose the upbringing to be given to their children.

We, Members of Parliament elected on 25 April 2010, being aware of our responsibility before God and man, and availing ourselves of our power to adopt a constitution, have hereby determined the first unified Fundamental Law of Hungary as above.

‘May there be peace, freedom and concord.’
Ireland

Preamble

In the Name of the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority and to Whom, as our final end, all actions both of men and States must be referred,

We, the people of Éire,

Humbly acknowledging all our obligations to our Divine Lord, Jesus Christ, Who sustained our fathers through centuries of trial,

Gratefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle to regain the rightful independence of our Nation,

And seeking to promote the common good, with due observance of Prudence, Justice and Charity, so that the dignity and freedom of the individual may be assured, true social order attained, the unity of our country restored, and concord established with other nations, Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution.

ARTICLE 6

1. All powers of government, legislative, executive and judicial, derive, under God, from the people, whose right it is to designate the rulers of the State and, in final appeal, to decide all questions of national policy, according to the requirements of the common good.

ARTICLE 12

8. The President shall enter upon his office by taking and subscribing publicly, in the presence of members of both Houses of the Oireachtas, of Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Court, and other public personages, the following declaration:

"In the presence of Almighty God I , do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will maintain the Constitution of Ireland and uphold its laws, that I will fulfil my duties faithfully and conscientiously in accordance with the Constitution and the law, and that I will dedicate my abilities to the service and welfare of the people of Ireland. May God direct and sustain me."

ARTICLE 31

4. Every member of the Council of State shall at the first meeting thereof which he attends as a member take and subscribe a declaration in the following form:

"In the presence of Almighty God I do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will faithfully and conscientiously fulfil my duties as a member of the Council of State."

ARTICLE 34

5.

1°. Every person appointed a judge under this Constitution shall make and subscribe the following declaration:

"In the presence of Almighty God I do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will duly and faithfully and to the best of my knowledge and power execute the office of Chief Justice (or as the case may be) without fear or favour, affection or ill-will towards any man, and that I will uphold the Constitution and the laws. May God direct and sustain me."

ARTICLE 40

2°. Laws regulating the manner in which the right of forming associations and unions and the right of free assembly may be exercised shall contain no political, religious or class discrimination.
ARTICLE 42

1. The State acknowledges that the primary and natural educator of the child is the Family and guarantees to respect the inalienable right and duty of parents to provide, according to their means, for the religious and moral, intellectual, physical and social education of their children.

2. Parents shall be free to provide this education in their homes or in private schools or in schools recognised or established by the State.

3.

1°. The State shall not oblige parents in violation of their conscience and lawful preference to send their children to schools established

4. The State shall provide for free primary education and shall endeavour to supplement and give reasonable aid to private and corporate educational initiative, and, when the public good requires it, provide other educational facilities or institutions with due regard, however, for the
ARTICLE 44

1. The State acknowledges that the homage of public worship is due to Almighty God. It shall hold His Name in reverence, and shall respect and honour religion.

2.

1°. Freedom of conscience and the free profession and practice of religion are, subject to public order and morality, guaranteed to every citizen.

2°. The State guarantees not to endow any religion.

3°. The State shall not impose any disabilities or make any discrimination on the ground of religious profession, belief or status.

4°. Legislation providing State aid for schools shall not discriminate between schools under the management of different religious denominations, nor be such as to affect prejudicially the right of any child to attend a school receiving public money without attending religious instruction at that school.

5°. Every religious denomination shall have the right to manage its own affairs, own, acquire and administer property, movable and immovable, and maintain institutions for religious or charitable purposes.

6°. The property of any religious denomination or any educational institution shall not be diverted save for necessary works of public utility and on payment of compensation.
Italy

Art 3

All citizens have equal social dignity and are equal before the law, without distinction of sex, race, language, religion, political opinion, personal and social conditions. It is the duty of the Republic to remove those obstacles of an economic or social nature which constrain the freedom and equality of citizens, thereby impeding the full development of the human person and the effective participation of all workers in the political, economic and social organisation of the country.
Art 7

The State and the Catholic Church are independent and sovereign, each within its own sphere.

Their relations are regulated by the Lateran pacts. Amendments to such Pacts which are accepted by both parties shall not require the procedure of constitutional amendments.

Art 8

All religious denominations are equally free before the law. Denominations other than Catholicism have the right to self-organisation according to their own statutes, provided these do not conflict with Italian law. Their relations with the State are regulated by law, based on agreements with their respective representatives.

Art 19

Anyone is entitled to freely profess their religious belief in any form, individually or with others, and to promote them and celebrate rites in public or in private, provided they are not offensive to public morality.

Art 20

No special limitation or tax burden may be imposed on the establishment, legal capacity or activities of any organisation on the ground of its religious nature or its religious or confessional aims.

Art 117

Legislative powers shall be vested in the State and the Regions in compliance with the Constitution and with the constraints deriving from EU legislation and international obligations.The State has exclusive legislative powers in the following matters:

c. relations between the Republic and religious denominations;
Latvia

Preamble

The people of Latvia, in freely elected Constitutional Assembly, have adopted the following State Constitution:

The State of Latvia, proclaimed on 18 November 1918, has been established by uniting historical Latvian lands and on the basis of the unwavering will of the Latvian nation to have its own State and its inalienable right of self-determination in order to guarantee the existence and development of the Latvian nation, its language and culture throughout the centuries, to ensure freedom and promote welfare of the people of Latvia and each individual.

The people of Latvia won their State in the War of Liberation. They consolidated the system of government and adopted the Constitution in a freely elected Constitutional Assembly.

The people of Latvia did not recognise the occupation regimes, resisted them and regained their freedom by restoring national independence on 4 May 1990 on the basis of continuity of the State. They honour their freedom fighters, commemorate victims of foreign powers, condemn the Communist and Nazi totalitarian regimes and their crimes.

Latvia as democratic, socially responsible and national state is based on the rule of law and on respect for human dignity and freedom; it recognises and protects fundamental human rights and respects ethnic minorities. The people of Latvia protect their sovereignty, national independence, territory, territorial integrity and democratic system of government of the State of Latvia.

Since ancient times, the identity of Latvia in the European cultural space has been shaped by Latvian and Liv traditions, Latvian folk wisdom, the Latvian language, universal human and Christian values. Loyalty to Latvia, the Latvian language as the only official language, freedom, equality, solidarity, justice, honesty, work ethic and family are the foundations of a cohesive society. Each individual takes care of oneself, one’s relatives and the common good of society by acting responsibly toward other people, future generations, the environment and nature.

While acknowledging its equal status in the international community, Latvia protects its national interests and promotes sustainable and democratic development of a united Europe and the world.

God, bless Latvia!

Article 99

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. The church shall be separate from the State.

Article 116

The rights of persons set out in Articles ninety-six, ninety-seven, ninety-eight, one hundred, one hundred and two, one hundred and three, one hundred and six, and one hundred and eight of the Constitution may be subject to restrictions in circumstances provided for by law in order to protect the rights of other people, the democratic structure of the State, and public safety, welfare and morals. On the basis of the conditions set forth in this Article, restrictions may also be imposed on the expression of religious beliefs.
Lituania

Article 5

The following text of the oath for the Member of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania shall be established:

“I (full name), swear to be faithful to the Republic of Lithuania, swear to respect and execute its Constitution and laws and to protect the integrity of its lands; swear to strengthen, to the best of my ability, the independence of Lithuania, and to conscientiously serve my Homeland, democracy, and the welfare of the people of Lithuania. So help me God.”

The oath may also be taken omitting the last sentence.

Article 25

The human being shall have the right to have his own convictions and freely express them.

The human being must not be hindered from seeking, receiving and imparting information and ideas.
Freedom to express convictions, to receive and impart information may not be limited otherwise than by law, if this is necessary to protect the health, honour and dignity, private life, and morals of a human being, or to defend the constitutional order.

Freedom to express convictions and to impart information shall be incompatible with criminal actions—incitement of national, racial, religious, or social hatred, violence and discrimination, with slander and disinformation.

The citizen shall have the right to receive, according to the procedure established by law, any information concerning him that is held by State institutions.

Article 26

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion shall not be restricted.

Each human being shall have the right to freely choose any religion or belief and, either alone or with others, in private or in public, to profess his religion, to perform religious practices, to practice and teach his belief.

No one may compel another person or be compelled to choose or profess any religion or belief.

Freedom of a human being to profess and spread his religion or belief may not be limited otherwise than by law and only when this is necessary to guarantee the security of society, the public order, the health and morals of the people as well as other basic rights and freedoms of the person.

Parents and guardians shall, without restrictions, take care of the religious and moral education of their children and wards according to their own convictions.

Article 27

A human being’s convictions, practiced religion or belief may not serve as justification for a crime or for failure to execute laws.

Article 28

While implementing his rights and freedoms, the human being must observe the Constitution and the laws of the Republic of Lithuania and must not restrict the rights and freedoms of other people.

Article 29

All persons shall be equal before the law, the court, and other State institutions and officials.

The rights of the human being may not be restricted, nor may he be granted any privileges on the ground of gender, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, belief, convictions, or views.

Article 40

State and municipal establishments of teaching and education shall be secular. At the request of parents, they shall provide religious instruction.

Non-state establishments of teaching and education may be founded according to the procedure established by law.

Schools of higher education shall be granted autonomy.

The State shall supervise the activities of establishments of teaching and education.

Article 43

The State shall recognise the churches and religious organization[s] that are traditional in Lithuania, whereas other churches and religious organization shall be recognised provided that they have support in society and their teaching and practices are not in conflict with the law and public morals.

The churches and religious organization[s] recognised by the State shall have the rights of a legal person.

Churches and religious organization[s] shall be free to proclaim their teaching, perform their practices, and have houses of prayer, charity establishments, and schools for the training of the clergy.

Churches and religious organization[s] shall conduct their affairs freely according to their canons and statutes.

The status of churches and other religious organization[s] in the State shall be established by agreement or by law.

The teaching proclaimed by churches and religious organization[s], other religious activities and houses of prayer may not be used for purposes which are in conflict with the Constitution and laws.

There shall not be a State religion in Lithuania.

Luxemburg

Article 19

The freedom of religions, that of their public exercise, as well as the freedom to manifest religious opinions, are guaranteed, save for the repression of crimes committed on the occasion of the practice of these freedoms.

Article 20

No one may be forced to take part in any manner whatsoever in the acts and ceremonies of a religion or to observe its days of rest.

Article 21

Civil marriage must always precede the nuptial benediction.

Article 22

The intervention of the State in the nomination and the installation of the leaders of religions, the mode of nomination and dismissal of other ministers of religions, the faculty of the former or the latter corresponding to their superiors and of the publication of their acts, as well as the relation between the Church and the State, are subject to conventions submitted to the Chamber of Deputies for the provisions which necessitate its intervention.

Article 25

The Constitution guarantees the right to assemble peacefully and unarmed in compliance with the laws that govern the exercise of this right, without having to be submitted to a prior authorization. - This provision is not applicable to open-air political, religious or other meetings; these meetings remain entirely submitted to the laws and regulations of [the] police.

Article 106

The salaries and pensions of the ministers of the religions are a charge to the State and regulated by the law.

Netherlands

Article 1

All persons in the Netherlands shall be treated equally in equal circumstances. Discrimination on the grounds of religion, belief, political opinion, race or sex or on any other grounds whatsoever shall not be permitted.

Article 6

1. Everyone shall have the right to profess freely his religion or belief, either individually or in community with others, without prejudice to his responsibility under the law.

2. Rules concerning the exercise of this right other than in buildings and enclosed places may be laid down by Act of Parliament for the protection of health, in the interest of traffic and to combat or prevent disorders.

Article 23

3. Education provided by public authorities shall be regulated by Act of Parliament, paying due respect to everyone's religion or belief.

5. The standards required of schools financed either in part or in full from public funds shall be regulated by Act of Parliament, with due regard, in the case of private schools, to the freedom to provide education according to religious or other belief.
Poland

Preamble

Having regard for the existence and future of our Homeland,

Which recovered, in 1989, the possibility of a sovereign and democratic determination of its fate,

We, the Polish Nation - all citizens of the Republic,

Both those who believe in God as the source of truth, justice, good and beauty, 

As well as those not sharing such faith but respecting those universal values as arising from other sources,

Equal in rights and obligations towards the common good - Poland,

Beholden to our ancestors for their labours, their struggle for independence achieved at great sacrifice, for our culture rooted in the Christian heritage of the Nation and in universal human values,

Recalling the best traditions of the First and the Second Republic, 

Obliged to bequeath to future generations all that is valuable from our over one thousand years' heritage,

Bound in community with our compatriots dispersed throughout the world,

Aware of the need for cooperation with all countries for the good of the Human Family,

Mindful of the bitter experiences of the times when fundamental freedoms and human rights were violated in our Homeland,

Desiring to guarantee the rights of the citizens for all time, and to ensure diligence and efficiency in the work of public bodies,

Recognizing our responsibility before God or our own consciences,

Hereby establish this Constitution of the Republic of Poland as the basic law for the State, based on respect for freedom and justice, cooperation between the public powers, social dialogue as well as on the principle of aiding in the strengthening the powers of citizens and their communities.

We call upon all those who will apply this Constitution for the good of the Third Republic to do so paying respect to the inherent dignity of the person, his or her right to freedom, the obligation of solidarity with others, and respect for these principles as the unshakeable foundation of the Republic of Poland.

Article 25

1. Churches and other religious organizations shall have equal rights.

2. Public authorities in the Republic of Poland shall be impartial in matters of personal conviction, whether religious or philosophical, or in relation to outlooks on life, and shall ensure their freedom of expression within public life.

3. The relationship between the State and churches and other religious organizations shall be based on the principle of respect for their autonomy and the mutual independence of each in its own sphere, as well as on the principle of cooperation for the individual and the common good.

4. The relations between the Republic of Poland and the Roman Catholic Church shall be determined by international treaty concluded with the Holy See, and by statute.

5. The relations between the Republic of Poland and other churches and religious organizations shall be determined by statutes adopted pursuant to agreements concluded between their appropriate representatives and the Council of Ministers.

Article 35

1. The Republic of Poland shall ensure Polish citizens belonging to national or ethnic minorities the freedom to maintain and develop their own language, to maintain customs and traditions, and to develop their own culture.

2. National and ethnic minorities shall have the right to establish educational and cultural institutions, institutions designed to protect religious identity, as well as to participate in the resolution of matters connected with their cultural identity.

Article 48

1. Parents shall have the right to rear their children in accordance with their own convictions. Such upbringing shall respect the degree of maturity of a child as well as his freedom of conscience and belief and also his convictions.

Article 53

1. Freedom of faith and religion shall be ensured to everyone.

2. Freedom of religion shall include the freedom to profess or to accept a religion by personal choice as well as to manifest such religion, either individually or collectively, publicly or privately, by worshipping, praying, participating in ceremonies, performing of rites or teaching. Freedom of religion shall also include possession of sanctuaries and other places of worship for the satisfaction of the needs of believers as well as the right of individuals, wherever they may be, to benefit from religious services.

3. Parents shall have the right to ensure their children a moral and religious upbringing and teaching in accordance with their convictions. The provisions of Article 48, para. 1 shall apply as appropriate.

4. The religion of a church or other legally recognized religious organization may be taught in schools, but other peoples' freedom of religion and conscience shall not be infringed thereby.

5. The freedom to publicly express religion may be limited only by means of statute and only where this is necessary for the defence of State security, public order, health, morals or the freedoms and rights of others.

6. No one shall be compelled to participate or not participate in religious practices.

7. No one may be compelled by organs of public authority to disclose his philosophy of life, religious convictions or belief.

Article 85

3. Any citizen whose religious convictions or moral principles do not allow him to perform military service may be obliged to perform substitute service in accordance with principles specified by statute.
Article 104

2. Deputies, before the commencement of the exercise of the mandate, shall take the following oath in the presence of the Sejm:

"I do solemnly swear to perform my duties to the Nation diligently and conscientiously, to safeguard the sovereignty and interests of the State, to do all within my power for the prosperity of the Homeland and the well-being of its citizens, and to observe the Constitution and other laws of the Republic of Poland."

The oath may also be taken with the additional sentence "So help me, God."

3. A refusal to take the oath shall be deemed to be a renunciation of the mandate.

Article 130

The President of the Republic shall assume office upon taking the following oath in the presence of the National Assembly:

"Assuming, by the will of the Nation, the office of President of the Republic of Poland, I do solemnly swear to be faithful to the provisions of the Constitution; I pledge that I shall steadfastly safeguard the dignity of the Nation, the independence and security of the State, and also that the good of the Homeland and the prosperity of its citizens shall forever remain my supreme obligation."

The oath may also be taken with the additional sentence "So help me, God."

Article 151

The Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers and ministers shall take the following oath in the presence of the President of the Republic:

"Assuming this office of Prime Minister (Deputy Prime Minister, minister) I do solemnly swear to be faithful to the provisions of the Constitution and other laws of the Republic of Poland, and that the good of the Homeland and the prosperity of its citizens shall forever remain my supreme obligation."

The oath may also be taken with the additional sentence "So help me, God."

Article 191

1. The following may make application to the Constitutional Tribunal regarding

matters specified in Article 188 [complains regarding certain Constitutional matters]:

5. churches and religious organizations;

Chapter XI Extraordinary measures

Article 233

The statute specifying the scope of limitation of the freedoms and rights of persons and citizens in times of martial law and states of emergency shall not limit the freedoms and rights specified in Article 30 (the dignity of the person), Article 34 and Article 36 (citizenship), Article 38 (protection of life), Article 39, Article 40 and Article 41, para.4 (humane treatment), Article 42 (ascription of criminal responsibility), Article 45 (access to a court), Article 47 (personal rights), Article 53 (conscience and religion), Article 63 (petitions), as well as Article 48 and Article 72 (family and children).

Limitation of the freedoms and rights of persons and citizens only by reason of race, gender, language, faith or lack of it, social origin, ancestry or property shall be prohibited.

The statute specifying the scope of limitation of the freedoms and rights of persons and citizens during states of natural disasters may limit the freedoms and rights specified in Article 22 (freedom of economic activity), Article 41, paras. 1, 3 and 5 (personal freedom), Article 50 (inviolability of the home), Article 52, para. 1 (freedom of movement and sojourn on the territory of the Republic of Poland), Article 59, para. 3 (the right to strike), Article 64 (the right of ownership), Article 65, para. 1 (freedom to work), Article 66, para. 1 (the right to safe and hygienic conditions of work) as well as Article 66, para. 2 (the right to rest).
Portugal

Article 13: Principle of equality

1. Every citizen shall possess the same social dignity and shall be equal before the law.

2. No one shall be privileged, favoured, prejudiced, deprived of any right or exempted from any duty on the basis of ancestry, sex, race, language, place of origin, religion, political or ideological beliefs, education, economic situation, social circumstances or sexual orientation.

Article 43: Freedom to learn and to teach

1. The freedom to learn and to teach shall be guaranteed.

2. The state shall not lay down educational and cultural programmes in accordance with any philosophical, aesthetic, political, ideological or religious directives.

3. Public education shall not be denominational.
Article 59: Workers' rights

1. Regardless of age, sex, race, citizenship, place of origin, religion and political and ideological convictions, every worker shall possess the right:…

Romania

Article 4: The Unity of the People and Equality Among Citizens

1. The State is founded upon the unity of the Romanian people and the solidarity of its citizens.

2. Romania is the common and indivisible homeland of all its citizens regardless of race, ethnic origin, language, religion, sex, opinion, political allegiance, wealth, or social origin.

Article 6: The Right To Identity

1. The state recognizes and guarantees for members of the national minorities the right to preserve, develop, and express their ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and religious identity.

Article 7: Romanians Abroad

The state supports the strengthening of links with Romanians outside the country's borders and works for the preservation, development, and expression of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and religious identity, by respecting the legislation of the state of which they are citizens.

Article 29: Freedom of Conscience

1. Freedom of thought and opinion, as well as the freedom of religious belief, may not be restricted in any way. No one can be forced to adopt an opinion or to espouse a religious belief contrary to his/her convictions.

2. Freedom of conscience is guaranteed; it must be expressed in a spirit of tolerance and mutual respect.

3. All religions are free and organized in accordance with their own statutes, under the terms defined by the law.

4. All forms, means, acts, or actions of religious enmity are prohibited in the relationship between the cults.

5. The religious sects are autonomous in relation to the state and enjoy its support, which includes measures facilitating religious assistance in the Army, in hospitals, penitentiaries, asylums, and orphanages.

6. Parents or guardians have the right to ensure, in accordance with their own convictions, the education of minor children for whom they are responsible.

Article 30: Freedom of Expression

7. Any defamation of the country and the nation; any incitement to a war of aggression, to ethnic, racial, class or religious hatred, any incitement to discrimination, territorial separatism or public violence as well as any obscene acts contrary to public morals shall be prohibited by law.

Article 32: The Right to Education

6. The autonomy of universities is guaranteed.

7. The state will ensure freedom of religious education in accordance with the specific requirements of each

Article 42: The Prohibition of Forced Labor

1. Forced labor is prohibited.

2. The following do not constitute forced labor:

a. activities in the military service or activities which, in accordance with the law, are carried out in lieu thereof due to religious or conscience-related reasons;

Article 44: Right to Private Property

4. Nationalizations and all other forcible transfers of assets into public ownership based on the owner's social, ethnic, religious or political status or other discriminatory features are prohibited.

Article 48: The Family

2. The conditions in which marriages may be contracted, dissolved, and annulled are established by law. A religious marriage ceremony can be celebrated only after the civil ceremony.

Article 73: Categories of Laws

1. Parliament adopts Constitutional Revision Laws, organic laws, and ordinary laws.

2. Constitutional Revision Laws are for the purpose of amending the Constitution.

3. The following matters are regulated by organic law:
s. the general rules dealing with religious cults;

Article 82: Validation of Presidential Election and

Presidential Oath

1. The results of the elections for the office of President of Romania are validated by the Constitutional Court.

2. The candidate whose election has been validated will take the following oath before the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, in joint session: "I solemnly swear that I will dedicate all my strength and the best of my ability to the spiritual and material welfare of the Romanian people, that I will respect the Constitution and the laws of the country, and that I will defend democracy, the fundamental rights and freedoms of the citizens, and the sovereignty, independence, unity, and territorial integrity of Romania. So help me God!"
Slovakia

Preamble

We, the Slovak People

Bearing in mind the political and cultural heritage of our predecessors, the experience gained through centuries of struggle for our national existence, and statehood,

Mindful of the spiritual bequest of Cyril and Methodius, and the historical legacy of Great Moravia,

Recognizing the natural right of nations to self-determination,

Together with members of national minorities and ethnic groups living in the Slovak Republic,

In the interest of continuous peaceful cooperation with other democratic countries,

Endeavoring to implement democratic forms of government, guarantee a life of freedom, and promote spiritual, cultural and economic prosperity,

we, the citizens of the Slovak Republic, have, herewith and by our representatives, adopted this Constitution:

Article 1

1. The Slovak Republic is a sovereign, democratic state governed by the rule of law. It is not bound by any ideology or religion.

Article 12

2. Fundamental rights shall be guaranteed in the Slovak Republic to every person regardless of sex, race, colour, language, faith, religion, political affiliation or conviction, national or social origin, nationality or ethnic origin, property, birth or any other status, and no person shall be denied their legal rights, discriminated against or favoured on any of these grounds.

Article 24

1. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief shall be guaranteed. This right shall include the right to change religion or belief and the right to refrain from a religious affiliation. Everyone shall have the right to express his or her mind publicly.

2. Everyone shall have the right to manifest freely his or her religion or belief either alone or in association with others, privately or publicly, in worship, religious acts, maintaining ceremonies or to participate in teaching.

3. Churches and ecclesiastical communities shall administer their own affairs themselves; in particular, they shall establish their bodies, appoint clericals, provide for theological education and establish religious orders and other clerical institutions independent from the state authorities.

4. The exercise of rights under paragraphs 1 to 3 may be restricted only by a law, if it is regarding a measure necessary in a democratic society for the protection of public order, health and morals or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 25

2. No one shall be forced to perform military service if it is contrary to his or her conscience or religion. Further details shall be provided by law.

Slovenia

Article 7

The state and religious communities shall be separate.

Religious communities shall enjoy equal rights; they shall pursue their activities freely.

Article 14: Equality before the Law

In Slovenia everyone shall be guaranteed equal human rights and fundamental freedoms irrespective of national origin, race, sex, language, religion, political or other conviction, material standing, birth, education, social status, disability or any other personal circumstance.

All are equal before the law.

Article 16: Temporary Suspension and Restriction of

Rights

Human rights and fundamental freedoms provided by this Constitution may exceptionally be temporarily suspended or restricted during a war and state of emergency. Human rights and fundamental freedoms may be suspended or restricted only for the duration of the war or state of emergency, but only to the extent required by such circumstances and inasmuch as the measures adopted do not create inequality based solely on race, national origin, sex, language, religion, political or other conviction, material standing, birth, education, social status or any other personal circumstance.

Article 41: Freedom of Conscience

Religious and other beliefs may be freely professed in private and public life.

No one shall be obliged to declare his religious or other beliefs.

Parents have the right to provide their children with a religious and moral upbringing in accordance with their beliefs. The religious and moral guidance given to children must be appropriate to their age and maturity, and be consistent with their free conscience and religious and other beliefs or convictions.

Article 63: Prohibition of Incitement to Discrimination and Intolerance and Prohibition of Incitement to Violence and War

Any incitement to national, racial, religious or other discrimination, and the inflaming of national, racial, religious or other hatred and intolerance are unconstitutional.

Article 123: Duty to Participate in the National Defence

Participation in the national defence is compulsory for citizens within the limits and in the manner provided by law.

Citizens who for their religious, philosophical or humanitarian convictions are not willing to perform military duties, must be given the opportunity to participate in the national defence in some other manner.
Spain 

Section 14

Spaniards are equal before the law and may not in any way be discriminated against on account of birth, race, sex, religion, opinion or any other personal or social condition or circumstance.

Section 16

1. Freedom of ideology, religion and worship of individuals and communities is guaranteed, with no other restriction on their expression than may be necessary to maintain public order as protected by law.

2. No one may be compelled to make statements regarding his or her ideology, religion or beliefs.

3. No religion shall have a state character. The public authorities shall take into account the religious beliefs of Spanish society and shall consequently maintain appropriate cooperation relations with the Catholic Church and other confessions.

Section 27

3. The public authorities guarantee the right of parents to ensure that their children receive religious and moral instruction in accordance with their ownconvictions.
Sweden

Art 2

…
The public institutions shall promote the opportunity for all to attain participation and equality in society and for the rights of the child to be safeguarded. The public  institutions shall combat discrimination of persons on grounds of gender, colour, national or ethnic origin, linguistic or religious affiliation, functional disability, sexual orientation, age or other circumstance affecting the individual. 

The opportunities of the Sami people and ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities to preserve and develop a cultural and social life of their own shall be promoted.
Chapter 2: Fundamental rights and freedoms

Part 1: Freedom of opinion

Art 1

Everyone shall be guaranteed the following rights and freedoms in his or her relations with the public institutions:

• freedom of worship: that is, the freedom to practise one's religion alone or in the company of others.

Art 2

No one shall in his or her relations with the public institutions be coerced to divulge an opinion in a political, religious, cultural or other such connection. Nor may anyone in his or her relations with the public institutions be coerced to participate in a meeting for the shaping of opinion or a demonstration or other manifestation of opinion, or to belong to a political association, religious community or other association for opinion referred to in sentence one.

Art 21

The limitations referred to in Article 20 may be imposed only to satisfy a purpose acceptable in a democratic society. The limitation must never go beyond what is necessary with regard to the purpose which occasioned it, nor may it be carried so far as to constitute a threat to the free shaping of opinion as one of the fundaments of democracy. No limitation may be imposed solely on grounds of a political, religious, cultural or other such opinion.

Art 23

Freedom of expression and freedom of information may be limited with regard to the security of the Realm, the national supply of goods, public order and public safety, the good repute of the individual, the sanctity of private life, and the prevention and prosecution of crime. Freedom of expression may also be limited in business activities. Freedom of expression and freedom of information may otherwise be limited only where particularly important grounds so warrant.

In judging what limitations may be introduced in accordance with paragraph one, particular attention must be paid to the importance of the widest possible freedom of expression and freedom of information in political, religious, professional, scientific and cultural matters.

The adoption of provisions which regulate in more detail a particular manner of disseminating or receiving information, without regard to its content, shall not be deemed a limitation of the freedom of expression or the freedom of information.

Chapter 8: Acts of law and other provisions

Part 2: Provisions adopted by means of an act of law

Art 2

Provisions concerning the following shall be adopted by means of an act of law: and their responsibilities;

4. religious communities and the principles on which the Church of Sweden as a religious community is based;

United Kingdom

Appendix A

Non-EU Counties

Extract from National constitutions concerning Religion

Albania

Preamble

We, the people of Albania, proud and aware of our history, with responsibility for the future, and with faith in God and/or other universal values, with determination to build a social and democratic state based on the rule of law, and to guarantee the fundamental human rights and freedoms,

with a spirit of religious coexistence and tolerance,

with a pledge to protect human dignity and personhood, as well as for the prosperity of the whole nation, for peace, well-being, culture and social solidarity,

with the centuries-old aspiration of the Albanian people for national identity and unity,

with a deep conviction that justice, peace, harmony and cooperation between nations are among the highest values of humanity, 

We establish this Constitution:

Andorra

Article 6

1. All persons are equal before the law. No one may be discriminated against on grounds of birth, race, sex, origin, religion, opinions or any other personal or social condition.

Article 11

1. The Constitution guarantees the freedom of ideas, religion and cult, and no one is bound to state or disclose his or her ideology, religion or beliefs.

2. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs shall be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in the interests of public safety, order, health or morals, or for the protection of the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

3. The Constitution guarantees the Roman Catholic Church free and public exercise of its activities and the preservation of the relations of special co-operation with the State in accordance with the Andorran tradition.

The Constitution recognises the full legal capacity of the bodies of the Roman Catholic Church which have legal status in accordance with their own rules.

Article 20

3. Parents have the right to decide the type of education for their children. They also have the right to moral or religious instruction for their children in accordance with their own convictions.

Australia

116. Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.

Canada

PART I: CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that recognize the supremacy of God and the rule of law:

B. FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

2. Fundamental freedoms

Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms:

a. freedom of conscience and religion;

b. freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press and other media of communication;

 c. freedom of peaceful assembly; and

 d. freedom of association.

F. EQUALITY RIGHTS

15.

1. Equality before and under law and equal protection and benefit of law

Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex,age or mental or physical disability.

2. Affirmative action programs

Subsection (1) does not preclude any law, program or activity that has as its object the amelioration of conditions of disadvantaged individuals or groups including those that are disadvantaged because of race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.

Iceland

Article 62

The Evangelical Lutheran Church shall be the State Church in Iceland and, as such, it shall be supported and protected by the State. This may be amended by law.

Article 63

All persons have the right to form religious associations and to practice their religion in conformity with their individual convictions. Nothing may however be preached or practised which is rejudicial to good morals or public order.

Article 64

No one may lose any of his civil or national rights on account of his religion, nor may anyone refuse to perform any generally applicable civil duty on religious grounds.

Everyone shall be free to remain outside religious associations. No one shall be obliged to pay any personal dues to any religious association of which he is not a member.

A person who is not a member of any religious association shall pay to the University of Iceland the dues that he would have had to pay to such an association, if he had been a member. This may be amended by law.

Article 79

...If Althingi passes an amendment to the status of the Church under Article 62, it shall be submitted to a vote for approval or rejection by secret ballot of all those eligible to vote.

Norway

Article 2 Our values will remain our Christian and humanistic heritage. This Constitution shall ensure democracy, a state based on the rule of law and human rights.

Article 4 The King shall at all times profess the Evangelical-Lutheran religion.

Article 9 • Oaths to abide by constitution As soon as the King, being of age, accedes to the government, he shall take the following oath before the Storting: "I promise and swear that I will govern the Kingdom of Norway in accordance with its Constitution and Laws; so help me God, the Almighty and Omniscient." If the Storting is not in session at the time, the oath shall be made in writing in the Council of State and be repeated solemnly by the King at the first subsequent Storting.

Article 16 All inhabitants of the Realm shall have the right to free exercise of their religion. The Norwegian church, an Evangelical-Lutheran church, shall remain the Norwegian National Church and will as such be supported by the State. Detailed provisions as to its system shall be laid down by law. All religious and philosophical communities were to be supported on an equal footing.

Article 116 The purchase money, as well as the revenues of the landed property constituting ecclesiastical benefices, should be applied solely to the benefit of the clergy and to the promotion of education. The property of charitable institutions should be applied solely to the benefit of the institutions themselves.

Russian Federation

Article 13

 5. The establishment and activities of public associations whose goals and activities are aimed at the forcible changing of the basis of the constitutional order and at violating the integrity of the Russian Federation, at undermining its security, at creating armed units, and at instigating social, racial, national and religious strife shall be prohibited. 

Article 14

 1. The Russian Federation shall be a secular state. No religion may be established as the State religion or as obligatory

2. Religious associations shall be separate from the State and shall be equal before the law

Article 19 

1. All persons shall be equal before the law and the court

2. The State guarantees the equality of human and civil rights and freedoms regardless of sex, race, nationality, language, origin, material and official status, place of residence, attitude to religion, convictions, membership of public associations, or of other circumstances. All forms of limitations of human rights on social, racial, national, language or religious grounds shall be prohibited.

Article 28

Everyone shall be guaranteed freedom of conscience and religion, including the right to profess individually or collectively any religion or not to profess any religion, and freely to choose, possess and disseminate religious and other convictions and act in accordance with them. 

Article 29 

1. Everyone shall be guaranteed freedom of thought and speech. 

2. Propaganda or agitation, which arouses social, racial, national or religious hatred and hostility shall be prohibited. Propaganda of social, racial, national, religious or linguistic supremacy shall also be prohibited. 

3. Nobody shall be forced to express his thoughts and convictions or to deny them.

Article 59 

3. In the event that their convictions or religious beliefs run counter to military service and in other cases established by federal law, citizens of the Russian Federation shall have the right to replace it with alternative civilian service.

Switzerland 

Preamble 

In the name of Almighty God! 

The Swiss People and the Cantons, 

mindful of their responsibility towards creation, 

resolved to renew their alliance so as to strengthen liberty, democracy, independence and peace in a spirit of solidarity and openness towards the world, 

determined to live together with mutual consideration and respect for their diversity, 

conscious of their common achievements and their responsibility towards future generations, 

and in the knowledge that only those who use their freedom remain free, and that the strength of a people is measured by the well-being of its weakest members; 

adopt the following Constitution:

Art 8: 

Equality before the law 

1. Every person is equal before the law. 

2. No person may be discriminated against, in particular on grounds of origin, race, gender, age, language, social position, way of life, religious, ideological, or political convictions, or because of a physical, mental or psychological disability

Art 15: Freedom of religion and conscience 

1. Freedom of religion and conscience is guaranteed. 

2. Every person has the right to choose freely their religion or their philosophical convictions, and to profess them alone or in community with others. 

3. Every person has the right to join or to belong to a religious community, and to follow religious teachings. 

4. No person may be forced to join or belong to a religious community, to participate in a religious act, or to follow religious teachings.

Art 72: 

1. The regulation of the relationship between the church and the state is the responsibility of the Cantons. 

2. The Confederation and the Cantons may within the scope of their powers take measures to preserve public peace between the members of different religious communities. 

3. The construction of minarets is prohibited.

United States of America

Section 4

Article VI

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

